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Kingdom of Heaven, sought compensation in the riches of the
earth, he gave them friendly warning not to soil their move-
ment with the temptations of power. In another astrological
prognostication, he explained that the stars have no power over
the peasants, but only over those who seek power and sit in
court, and continued:

"Now judge for yourself, who is higher, the one who is
subject to the stars or the one who is not under their domin-
ion? Is there any among the learned who would not praise
the peasants as blessed because they remain in their order?
Everything that will afflict the peasant, has its cause in the
fact that he leaves his order. . . . They will govern and make
war, rule religion and the magistrates. Thereby they will lose
their freedom and become subject to the stars. The peasants
have submitted to the stars, and have been beaten by them.
Whosoever trusts the stars, trusts a traitor." 6

Nothing favorable was in the stars for the peasants. They had
been beaten. It was folly to continue a struggle which, at best,
could only lead to further degeneration of their movement, not
to the liberation Paracelsus had in mind. His Lord had come
to bring not the sword but peace.

"The Law is from the Devil, the Canon from Leviathan." 7

AGAINST   SECTARIANISM
Paracelsus also differed in points of doctrine. Like all sects, the
Anabaptists had their ritual by which they recognized each
other. Adult baptism determined whether one was to be saved
or damned. Paracelsus thought as little of this sacrament as of
any other ceremonial. "God blessed the water to quench the
thirst and to breed fish, but not to serve as a sprinkling against
the Devil." 8